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Foreword 


riters  of  textbooks  on  United  States  history  and,  indeed, 
historians  of  the  American  Revolution  have  generally  con¬ 
sidered  that  the  Boston  Massacre  played  a  minor-  role  in 
the  coming  of  the  war.  Since  the  repeal  of  most  of  the 
customs  duties  occurred  shortly  after  the  Massacre,  though  the  actions 
were  unrelated,  the  general  spirit  of  quiet  that  pervaded  the  country 
during  most  of  1771  and  1772  lends  credence  to  this  attitude. 

But  the  importance  of  the  Massacre  in  its  own  time  and  place  should 
not  be  underestimated,  either.  For  a  short  period  of  time  the  Royal 
Governor  must  have  feared  that  a  general  outbreak  of  rioting  might 
follow,  and  the  leaders  of  the  popular  faction  used  this  incident  to  whip 
up  popular  feeling  against  the  troops  and  against  the  royal  officials  as 
well.  Through  publications,  engravings,  broadsides,  sermons,  and  the 
annual  orations  to  commemorate  the  event,  the  spirit  of  animosity 
against  the  government  of  Britain  was  kept  alive  by  the  wily  Boston 
propagandists,  and  what  is  really  a  footnote  in  history  became  in  its 
own  time  and  place  a  cause  celebre. 

The  materials  in  this  pamphlet,  published  by  the  Massachusetts  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War  Bicentennial  Commission  in  collaboration  with  the 
Boston  Public  Library,  indicate  much  of  the  excitement  that  was  en¬ 
gendered  by  the  incident.  In  the  manuscripts  and  other  contemporary 
materials  relating  to  the  Massacre  and  the  trial  of  the  British  troops  here 
reproduced  from  that  Library’s  collections,  some  sense  of  being  present 
at  the  making  of  history  may  perhaps  be  gained.  If  Mr.  Alden’s  essay  on 
the  Massacre  stresses  shadows  as  well  as  light,  the  episode  may  yet  take 
on  further  substance  for  the  reader  of  these  pages. 
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[.  Nathaniel  Low’s  Astronomical  Diary  for  February  and  March,  1770,  contains  a  curiously  prophetic  passage  of  poetry. 


n  the  night  of  Monday,  March  the  5th,  1770,  the  moon  in  its  first  quarter  shone  in  a 
clear  sky  upon  the  streets  of  Boston.  Ice  and  snow  covered  the  ground;  during  the 
day  there  had  been  a  slight  fall  of  snow,  but  the  clouds  had  since  disappeared. 

Peaceful  though  the  scene  may  have  been,  however,  the  tempers  of  the  townspeople  them¬ 
selves  were  short.  It  was  not,  this  year,  simply  that  the  rigors  of  a  New  England  winter  had 
drained  their  energies.  Rather,  it  was  the  continuing  presence  in  the  town  of  troops  from  Britain, 
designed  to  maintain  law  and  order  in  the  face  of  riots  and  insubordination. 

To  the  Bostonians  themselves  “law  and  order”  meant  the  imposition  from  above  of  new  taxes 
and  regulations  instituted  by  the  home  government,  to  help  support  the  new  empire  won  largely 
from  France  in  1763,  and  to  advance  the  financial  interests  of  British  merchants.  Blindly  ignoring 
the  fact  that  their  American  colonies  had  formulated  for  themselves  their  own  identity  and 
aspirations,  Britain  had  introduced  importation  and  navigation  laws  which  exacerbated  the  colo¬ 
nists  from  New  England  to  the  Carolinas.  Even  more  irritating  to  Boston,  perhaps,  was  the 
interference  by  Customs  officers  with  the  smuggling  of  goods  which  had  long  been  practised  by 
men  such  as  John  Hancock,  the  prominent  merchant. 

True,  the  Stamp  Act  of  1765  had  been  repealed.  But  there  were  still  various  duties  on  imports 
to  be  paid,  and  Commissioners  of  Customs  to  exact  them,  backed  up  by  regiments  of  the  King, 
whose  red  coats  called  constant  attention  to  their  presence  as  they  strolled  the  streets.  The  fact 
that,  whatever  the  merits  and  social  graces  of  their  officers,  the  soldiers  themselves  were  often 
insulting  and  overbearing  made  matters  worse.  Not  that  they  lacked  provocation  in  face  of  taunts 
and  jeers,  and  even  physical  violence,  from  the  inhabitants.  There  had  been  a  particularly  nasty 
episode  on  the  Friday  prior  to  this  Monday  night.  One  Sam  Gray,  employed  at  the  ropeworks  in 
Hutchinson  Street,  had  provoked  a  fight  with  a  private  of  the  29th  Regiment  named  Kilroy  that 
led  to  a  near-riot  and  the  firing  of  Gray  from  his  job. 

Such  was  the  tension  of  the  town  as  the  pale  moon  glistened  faintly  on  the  lion  and  unicorn 
standing  symbolically  on  the  corbels  of  the  Town  House  at  the  head  of  King  Street  (which  we 
now  know  as  State  Street).  Here  was  the  heart  of  Boston,  center  of  civil  government,  of  com- 


merce,  and  of  authority.  Here  were  not  only  private  homes  of  the  affluent  but  also  shops  of 
storekeepers,  where  they  offered  wares  landed  on  the  Long  Wharf  stretching  out  into  the  harbor 
at  the  foot  of  the  street.  Here  was  the  Exchange  Tavern,  where  merchants  met  to  transact  their 
business  over  pots  of  ale  or  toddy.  Here  too  was  the  main  Guard  House  of  the  British  regiments. 
And  here  was  the  Customs  House,  particular  focus  of  the  hatreds  engendered  by  duties  and  their 
enforcement. 

Outside  the  Customs  House,  on  the  north  side  of  the  street,  a  lone  sentry,  one  Hugh  Mont¬ 
gomery,  stood  guard  in  his  box.  For  some  reason  —  why  should  one  want  to  wander  the  chilly 
streets  of  Boston,  with  their  ice  and  snow,  on  a  March  evening?  —  there  was  an  unusual  number  of 
townspeople  abroad.  Sport  was  provided  for  them,  not  long  after  eight  o’clock,  when  a  young 
barber’s  apprentice  came  on  the  scene.  Earlier  the  lad  had  drawn  a  crowd  on  Brattle  Street, 
outside  the  barracks  there,  by  hectoring  Captain  Goldfinch  of  the  14th  Regiment  about  an 
unpaid  shaving  bill.  There  had  been  a  bad  moment  when  the  crowd  gathered  to  witness  the 
incident  hindered  the  return  to  barracks  of  a  platoon  coming  off  duty,  but  Goldfinch  had 
restrained  the  young  officer  in  command,  and  made  his  way  to  King  Street,  still  pursued  and 
badgered  by  the  lad. 

Here  the  latter  transferred  his  attention  to  the  sentry  outside  the  Customs  House,  jeering  at 
him  to  the  delight  of  the  onlookers.  Stepping  out  of  his  sentry  box,  Montgomery  cuffed  the  boy. 
Vilifying  the  Redcoat  for  maltreating  the  youngster,  the  crowd  pressed  in  about  the  pair.  And 
then  the  bell  of  the  Old  Meeting  House,  up  the  street  behind  the  Town  House,  began  to  ring. 
Thinking  the  clamor  betokened  fire,  people  rushed  out  of  their  houses,  the  more  provident 
carrying  their  leather  fire  buckets.  Up  from  Dock  Square  poured  a  mass  of  some  two  hundred 
men  —  sailors,  dock  workers,  apprentices,  journeyman  laborers  —  who  had  gathered  there  in  front 
of  Faneuil  Hall  to  be  harangued  by  a  mysterious  man  in  a  red  cloak  and  a  white  wig.  Were  there 
amongst  them  men  from  surrounding  towns  to  whom  Sam  Adams  had  not  long  before  written, 
warning  them  that  they  might  be  needed  in  Boston  on  this  particular  night?  The  inference  is  that 
they  were,  and  that  their  presence  was  preconcerted. 

As  nine  o’clock  approached,  King  Street  swarmed  with  townspeople.  The  sentry  stood  alone, 
and,  in  face  of  an  hostile  and  angry  crowd,  loaded  his  gun.  Physically  threatened  by  one  of  the 
mob  —  a  six-foot  mulatto,  part  Indian,  part  Negro,  and  part  white,  a  laborer  from  Framingham, 
named  Crispus  Attucks,  who  carried  a  cudgel  —  Montgomery  at  last  shouted  for  help  from  the 
Main  Guard,  up  the  street.  The  duty-officer,  Captain  Preston,  and  seven  of  his  men  made  their 
way  through  the  jostling  mob  down  and  across  the  street.  Taking  their  stand  with  Montgomery, 
Preston  and  his  men  confronted  the  throng.  Can  he  have  hoped  that  this  limited  show  of  force 
would  cause  the  crowd  to  disperse  quietly?  A  disciplined  and  judicious  officer,  he  unquestionably 
knew  the  possible  consequences  of  his  conduct. 

The  crowd  pushed  in  upon  the  soldiers.  Striking  at  Captain  Preston  with  his  club,  Attucks 
instead  knocked  Montgomery  to  his  knees.  In  the  ensuing  scuffle,  Montgomery  managed  to 
regain  his  musket  which  Attucks  had  tried  to  seize.  Only  then  did  Preston  order  his  men  to 
present  arms.  And  then  there  came  the  fatal  command,  “Fire”.  To  this  day  no  one  knows  for 
certain  who  uttered  the  word.  Not,  all  agreed,  friend  and  enemy  alike,  Captain  Preston  himself. 

In  the  midst  of  King  Street,  three  men  lay  dead  —  Crispus  Attucks,  young  Sam  Gray  of 
Friday’s  ropeworks  episode,  and  James  Caldwell,  a  mariner.  Two  others  were  so  wounded  that 
they  were  later  to  die. 
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II.  The  report  of  the  Coroner’s  inquest  on  the  death  of  Samuel  Maverick.  From  the  Mellen  Chamberlain 
Autograph  Collection. 
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III.  Paul  Revere’s  plan  of  the  Massacre,  drawn  for  use  in  the  subsequent  trial.  From  the  Mellen  Chamberlaiii 
Autograph  Collection. 


From  their  barracks  the  full  British  forces  now  poured  forth.  Summoned  from  his  house  in  the 
North  End,  Lieutenant-Governor  Thomas  Hutchinson  addressed  the  throng  from  the  balcony  of 
the  Town  House,  promising  that  the  full  course  of  justice  would  be  pursued  over  the  night’s 
tragedy.  Subdued  by  the  events  they  had  witnessed,  the  crowd,  through  the  streets  and  alleys  of 
the  town,  dispersed  to  their  homes. 

*  *  * 

One  of  the  signs  of  a  nation’s  maturity  is  its  willingness  and  ability  to  consider  the  historic  past 
objectively,  to  accept  the  less  commendable  along  with  the  heroic,  and  constantly  to  re-examine 
accepted  traditions,  not  necessarily  viewing  them  through  the  eyes  of  participants  and  contem¬ 
poraries.  For  if  we  permit  ourselves  illusions  about  the  past,  we  are  more  likely  to  foster  miscon¬ 
ceptions  about  the  present. 

Few  incidents  of  the  American  Revolution  offer  so  necessary  an  occasion  for  re-appraisal  as 
that  of  the  fifth  of  March,  1770.  Can  we,  without  qualification,  accept  the  picture  bequeathed  by 
Boston  patriots  and  their  leaders?  Have  we  not  instead  uncritically  accepted  an  interpretation  of 
the  episode  distorted  for  immediate  political  ends? 

Perhaps  as  significant  as  the  events  of  that  March  night  itself  is  its  aftermath.  If  Sam  Adams 
and  his  Sons  of  Liberty  had  hoped  that  the  incident  would  spark  a  general  uprising  in  town  and 
countryside,  they  were  disappointed.  Howsoever  opposed  to  Britain’s  colonial  policies,  many 
Bostonians  may  well  have  sensed  that  some  at  least  of  the  participants  in  the  riot  represented  — 
as  John  Adams  was  to  call  them  —  the  “lower  orders”,  as  much  to  be  distrusted  as  British  troops. 
Despite  newspaper  support  and  radical  action,  the  moment  was  not  ripe  for  revolution:  it  was 
only  Britain’s  continuing  deafness  to  complaints  that  was  to  lead  to  effective  and  conclusive 
action. 

*  *  * 

The  morning  of  the  6th  of  March  saw  a  Town  Meeting  hastily  called  at  Faneuil  Hall.  Already 
the  townspeople  knew  what  to  do.  They  knew,  first  of  all,  that  the  deaths  of  four  men  consti¬ 
tuted  a  “massacre”.  The  political  strategists  were  at  work,  to  derive  all  possible  advantages  from  a 
moment  of  terror.  Not  the  least  of  these  was  to  maintain  at  fever  pitch  the  dismay  and  horror  of 
the  populace.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  a  further  meeting  was  held  in  the  Old  South 
Meeting  House,  since  Faneuil  Hall  —  not  yet  enlarged  to  its  present  size  by  Charles  Bulfinch  — 
was  too  small  to  hold  the  assembled  citizens.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  collect  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  witnesses  and  participants  of  the  Massacre.  On  Thursday  the  13th,  in  the  following 
week,  yet  another  committee  comprising  James  Bowdoin,  Dr.  James  Warren,  and  Samuel  Pember¬ 
ton  was  named,  to  draw  up  a  narrative  of  the  incident  with  a  view  to  portraying  it  in  a  light  as 
harmful  to  authority  and  as  favorable  to  the  town  as  possible.  The  three  must  have  worked  hard 
over  the  weekend  —  Bowdoin  is  credited  with  the  major  responsibility  for  the  ensuing  results  — 
and  on  Monday  the  19th  a  draft  was  ready.  By  Thursday,  Edes  and  Gill,  the  printers  in  Queen 
Street  (now  Court  Street),  had  copies  ready,  bearing  the  resounding  title,  A  Short  Narrative  of 
the  Horrid  Massacre,  Perpetrated  in  the  Evening  of  the  Fifth  Day  of  March,  1  770.  By  Soldiers  of 
the  XXIXth  Regiment .  .  .  With  Some  Observations  on  the  State  of  Things  prior  to  that 
Catastrophe. 
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IV.  Lieutenant-Governor  Hutchinson  replies  to  the  request  of  Town  Meeting  that  the  British  regiments 
be  removed  from  town. 


On  the  same  day  it  was  decided  to  send  copies  at  once  to  England;  Captain  Gardner,  about  to 
embark  for  Britain,  promised  to  take  some  copies  and  deliver  them  personally  to  their  destina¬ 
tions  in  London.  A  list  of  those  in  England  to  receive  them  was  drawn  up  at  the  same  meeting. 
Included  were  members  of  the  Royal  Family,  Peers  of  the  Realm,  members  of  Parliament  — 
among  them  Edmund  Burke  —  and  private  individuals  known  to  be  particularly  sympathetic  to 
America.  And  one  woman,  Mrs.  Catharine  Macaulay,  whose  History  of  England  John  Adams 
admired  as  an  embodiment  of  “exact  historical  morality”.  (His  personal  copy  of  the  work  is  still 
preserved  in  his  library.)  In  due  course,  Mrs.  Macaulay  was  to  write  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the 
“Gentlemen  of  the  Town  of  Boston”  for  sending  her  the  Narrative. 

In  the  meantime,  the  two  British  Regiments  were  removed  from  the  town  itself  to  Castle 
Williams  on  its  island  in  the  harbor.  Admittedly,  delaying  tactics  were  employed:  permission  to 
authorize  the  move  had  to  be  obtained  from  General  Gage  in  New  York.  Awaiting  their  trial, 
Captain  Preston  and  his  men  remained  in  jail.  For  their  defense,  young  John  Adams  was  induced 
to  join  Josiah  Quincy,  a  move  which,  by  drawing  to  them  the  anger  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty, 
threatened  to  jeopardize  the  law  careers  of  both.  It  may  well  have  been  one  or  the  other  who  was 
responsible  for  the  vote  in  Town  Meeting  on  the  26th  of  March  that  copies  of  the  Short 
Narrative,  though  sent  to  England,  should  not  be  distributed  in  Boston,  since  it  “may  be  sup¬ 
posed  by  the  unhappy  Persons  now  in  custody  for  tryal  as  tending  to  give  undue  Byass  [i.e.,  bias] 
to  the  mind  of  the  Jury.” 

This  did  not  preclude,  however,  Paul  Revere  from  publishing,  late  that  March,  his  celebrated 
print  depicting  the  Massacre,  the  most  famous  of  all  his  engravings.  Unfortunately  Revere  him¬ 
self,  howsoever  skilled  as  a  silversmith,  was  not  an  artist,  and  was  incapable  of  original  work: 
virtually  all  his  engravings  can  be  traced  to  an  earlier  source,  modified  as  need  be  to  meet  his  own 
purposes.  In  the  case  of  the  Massacre  print,  he  somehow  obtained  a  copy  of  a  drawing  by  John 
Singleton  Copley’s  half-brother  Henry  Pelham,  and  from  it  cut  his  own  engraving,  taking  credit 
for  the  work  to  himself  and  getting  it  on  sale  before  Pelham  was  able  to  do  so  with  his  own 
version.  Not  surprisingly  the  latter  was  angry,  and  wrote  Revere  to  this  effect.  But  it  is  Revere’s 
rendering  of  the  subject  that  has  come  down  to  us. 

The  spring  months  passed  into  summer  while  the  Crown’s  officers  successfully  forestalled  the 
trial  of  Preston  and  his  men  till  tempers  might  run  less  high.  Early  in  July  a  ship  arrived  from 
England  bearing  letters  from  recipients  of  the  SPiort  Narrative  which  were  read  in  the  Town 
Meeting  on  the  10th.  The  ship  also  brought  copies  of  an  English  reprint  of  the  pamphlet  itself, 
published  at  London  early  in  May  by  William  Bingley. 

The  appearance  in  Boston  of  the  London  reprint  was  a  bit  hard  on  Edes  and  Gill,  printers  of 
the  original  edition  which  they  had  been  enjoined  back  in  March  from  distributing.  But  Town 
Meeting  refused  to  rescind  its  earlier  vote  and  again  declined,  in  the  name  of  justice,  to  allow 
them  to  distribute  their  own  and  make  some  money.  In  exasperation,  no  doubt,  the  printers 
resorted  to  a  ruse:  they  simply  printed  up  a  new  title  leaf,  imitating  that  of  the  London  edition 
(with  two  inaccuracies),  and  substituted  it  for  the  title  page  of  their  own  printing.  To  cover  their 
tracks  they  employed  another  firm  of  printers,  Kneeland  and  Adams,  over  in  Milk  Street,  to  offer 
it  for  sale. 

At  length,  in  November,  Captain  Preston  was  brought  to  trial.  Found  not  guilty  of  having  given 
the  command  to  his  men  to  fire  on  the  crowd,  no  one  seems  to  have  been  surprised  or  dis¬ 
appointed  at  his  exoneration.  And  later,  when  his  men  were  tried  separately,  the  spirit  of 
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V.  Col.  Henry  Jackson  asks  Hutchinson  about  the  British  troops,  with  Hutchinson’s  reply.  From  the 
Mellen  Chamberlain  Autograph  Collection. 


vindictiveness  was  no  longer  rampant.  Only  two  of  the  seven  were  found  guilty,  for  they  alone 
had  been  seen  to  fire  a  shot  which  killed  —  Hugh  Montgomery,  at  Crispus  Attucks  (who  had 
struck  at  him  with  a  club);  and  Matthew  Kilroy,  at  Sam  Gray  (who  had  insulted  him  that  Friday 
afternoon  before  the  Massacre).  The  acquittal  of  the  other  men  may  owe  much  to  the  testimony, 
before  his  lingering  and  painful  death,  of  one  of  the  victims,  Patrick  Carr,  who  believed  that  the 
soldiers  had  indeed  fired  only  to  defend  themselves.  He  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  he  said,  and 
had  often  seen  soldiers  there  provoked  into  shooting,  but  had  never  seen  them  bear  half  so  much 
before  they  fired  in  his  life.  That  Carr  was  a  Catholic,  Sam  Adams  argued,  meant,  however,  that 
his  statements  were  meaningless.  The  jury,  patently,  did  not  agree. 

As  for  Kilroy  and  Montgomery,  even  to  be  found  guilty  brought  not  too  harsh  a  sentence.  By  a 
curious  vestige  of  medieval  law  they  were  able  to  “plead  clergy”,  a  practice  deriving  from  the 
days  when  to  be  able  to  read  was  proof  that  an  individual  was  in  religious  orders  and  exempt 
from  civil  law.  But  it  was  a  recourse  one  could  invoke  only  once,  recorded  by  branding  of  the 
thumb  of  the  left  hand,  a  slight  howsoever  painful  penalty  compared  with  the  usual  price  for 
manslaughter.  Exactly  how  Kilroy  was  in  fact  able  to  “plead  clergy”  we  do  not  know,  forjudging 
from  a  petition  to  be  tried  along  with  Captain  Preston  (Plate  XVII),  he  was  unable  to  write  his 
own  name,  affixing  instead  a  cross. 

As  an  advocate  for  the  soldiers,  John  Adams  had  been  successful  indeed.  He  had  seen  most  of 
his  clients  freed,  and  yet  retained  the  good  will  of  his  fellow  townsmen.  True,  there  were  those 
who  criticized  him  —  we  shall  probably  never  know  how  validly  —  for  not  cross-examining  the 
witnesses  for  the  prosecution  as  closely  as  he  might  have.  Had  he  done  so,  people  said,  facts 
derogatory  to  the  town  of  Boston  might  have  been  brought  to  light. 

The  termination  of  the  trials  did  not,  however,  end  the  matter.  To  keep  alive  the  memory  of 
the  events  of  that  March  night,  the  Sons  of  Liberty  arranged  an  annual  oration  on  the  anniver¬ 
sary,  beginning  in  1771  and  continuing  through  1783.  Ironically  enough,  in  1773  the  choice  of 
orator  fell  upon  Dr.  Benjamin  Church,  later  found  guilty  of  treason  for  relaying  to  the  British 
forces  in  Boston  useful  information  regarding  the  actions  of  Washington’s  army  at  Cambridge.  Of 
these  orations,  several  were  delivered  in  the  Old  South  Meeting  House.  This  fact,  and  the  use  of 
the  church  for  other  political  meetings,  may  perhaps  explain  why,  when  British  troops  occupied 
Boston  after  the  actual  outbreak  of  the  Revolution,  they  did  not  scruple  to  use  the  building  as  a 
riding  stable. 

In  later  years,  John  Adams  was  able  to  refer  to  the  Boston  Massacre  as  the  real  beginning  of 
the  Revolution.  This  may  indeed  be  true.  But  had  not  wiser  and  more  judicious  men  such  as 
Adams  himself  taken  up  the  cause,  it  might  easily  have  remained  an  abortive  and  unsuccessful 
episode.  And  when  the  Constitution  came  to  be  written,  the  memory  of  how  easily  the  “lower 
orders”  might  be  led  into  violence  by  men  such  as  Sam  Adams  may  account  for  those  measures 
incorporated  in  it  which  minimized  the  direct  power  of  the  people,  placing  it  instead  in  the  hands 
of  the  mercantile  and  professional  classes. 

As  for  the  “Massacre”  itself,  that  participants  and  propagandists  sought  to  portray  it  in  heroic 
terms  was  but  human.  With  the  perspective  of  two  centuries,  we  need  no  longer  do  so,  but  can 
accept  it  as  an  episode  in  which  a  people’s  aspiration  found  expression,  howsoever  devious  on 
occasion  the  means. 


John  Alden 


VI.  Testimony  of  a  witness  to  the  Massacre,  taken  on  the  following  day.  From  the  Mellen  Chamberlain 
Autograph  Collection. 
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VII.  Further  testimony  regarding  the  Massacre.  From  the  Mellen  Chamberlain  Autograph  Collection. 
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VIII.  Robert  Goddard’s  account  of  the  Massacre  was  not  sustained  in  court.  From  the  Mellen  Chamberlain 
Autograph  Collection. 
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narrative 

O  F 

The  horrid  Maflacre  in  Boston, 

PERPETRATED 
la  the  Evening  of  the  Fifth  Day  of  March,  1770,' 

B  Y 

Soldiers  of  the  XXIXth  Regiment ; 

WHICH  WITH 

The  XIV th  Regiment 
Were  then  Quartered  there  : 

1/  ■  *  *  *  *  4  1  * 

w-’i  r  h  •  3  o  m’s,  •  ■  •  -  ■  •  • 

OBSERVATIONS 

,  .ON  T  H  R*, 

STATE  OF  THINGS 


PRIOR  TO  THAT 


CATASTROPHE. 


Printed  by  Order  of  the  Town  of  BOSTON, 

And  Sold  by  EDES  and  GILL,  in  Queen- Street, 

And  T.  &  J.  FLEET,  ia  Cornhill,  177 o, 

\ 

IX.  The  Short  Narrative  as  originally  printed,  with  the  signature  of 
Stiles,  later  President  of  Yale  College. 
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X. 


Frontispiece  of  the  Dilly  and  Almon  London  edition  of  the  Narrative,  based  on 
Henry  Pelham’s  original  engraving. 


o 


X  ' 

t 


'v 


7 


^6st^v 

p  13  B  L  '  V 


v<-/BP  ^ 


/s//e*  /jr  /^/  ^t/e  srssy^jtetzs 


/4*/fsrA  %//fstsf/£r  /fsvs&st*  //*  ssss/tre  £sy  s0<jyr>  ***'/'',  ss’st*s  si  ess/ryn^sssestSss  >///f ^///sX sj///yj/r 
/rsr/s*sssd’&sct//*f *?//// t x^/ss/s'S^Tt^Ss* ///*&//£., yj *sy>  z/s/y 

/%stX%/  j^aX/sts  /ssy*Ss/^*/yfsy  /* ys// SSJ  Xss  sf y?‘sSl>/?//'/2SJsf S-'/sJ^rf^X^x/u  A///X ' /SJ  /^////^ 

z^///^/  «#>/p>v  s//s?*sy  *ss  /?y^ //^  si  X/essyfX*/  sss  sfsX  /st//X sttz/Ar  \S/s/Xs  f/Xrss^  Xsf- 
'/y^  zt*S  //X*  /?/7/^  > <^/ X sj ,vXsj?s*/<?  yXysss  s /j ss^ /£e  s?s/i 

/Xss//je  /'typ/S*S  Xs9/sXXs^>  *S  f/fs  ^//%//  /’/ /^  j/XsS  x/S+f* 
•^V/^AV// /t/yfssz ypsyp/'#*/  /Xl/sX /£///>**  X/fs/SS  ’  XssXxXjey  S**SS  ^/7/y/k^^^f//)/^ 

f/Sx/S  s/s  zt  *S/fsi  */  //ss/f*”  * 

cy  y  , 

%0y&?ss  s*y/j si  / 


V>4f  ?/////> 


vSS>//s  /<y/Zsz  f  s<>/2S  siysss^y  %ss*szXsssi/'/£sssy  «////^  •/ ss  sz  /XetcxAtesf/Xs  A‘zxya~ 
X^/fs  *Z/SSJ  J/S/S/Xf £s  /  / /j£  X/SSJf^f  /tXf/SSZS/sfstSS^X' /f///^</ 


^Tfsi/sXy. 


%//&*><?  XXs  /&/js***vX>  X*  sX/X sj*SszS iss^sr/stsssi^zX \sssz ss^s-sXskss^/Xs^/ ^ jf/rr 
/ttx^stv*  ^//>i!y  S*ts*j*s r 

/y^ssSXsss/sy 


*■/ 


m^9  a  /  <r\  /*  X  &  Ssstr  xssztxX/rdssdsss/ 

/syo/-  Jysatzsi/ szzjs  r^f/J  ststrs^  ^  ss*  y  * 

<Xrfr  ** S/X*f//'/'f sxf,\,  siXty,  ///  ess/**  jZr ysssssrf/r  /f/sss/X*/?* l/  />/  sTsissX 

/tfsyp/sX/s  s  xfe/siy/es  Xy  //*s  &fsisrrss*st//xs?  s/s  ^  /  ,/ 

jn  *  i£>6uds>  ///  ^  *  be  sf/Xs’y  ^  el 


XI.  A  former  agent  of  the  Massachusetts  colony  reports  the  arrival  in  London  of  Captain  Gardner  with  copies  of 
the  Narrative.  From  the  Mellen  Chamberlain  Autograph  Collection. 


A  SHORT 

NARRATIVE 

OF  THE 

Horrid  Maflacre  in  Boston, 

PERPETRATED 

In  the  Evening  of  the  Fifth  Day  of  March  1770, 

B  Y 

Soldiers  of  the  XXIXth  Regiment,  which  with  the 
XIVth  Regiment  were  then  quartered  there : 

WITH  SOME 

OBSERVATIONS 

O  N  T  H  E 

State  of  Things  prior  to  that  Catastrophe, 
To  which  is  added, 

AN  APPENDIX, 

CONTAINING 

The  feveralDepofitions  referred  to  in  the  preceding  Narrative; 
and  alfo  other  Depofitions  relative  to  the  Subject  of  it. 


BOSTON, 

Printed,  by  Order  of  the  Town,  by  Meflrs.  Edes  and  Gill  ; 

AND 

Re  printed  for  W.  Bingley,  in  Newgate- Street,  London. 

mdcclxx. 


XII.  Title  page  of  London  reprint  of  the  Narrative  imitated  by  Edes  and 
Gill  in  Boston. 


A  SHORT 


NARRATIVE 

O  F  T  H  E 

Horrid  Maflacre  in  Boston, 

PERPETRATED 


In  the  Evening  of  the  Fifth  Day  of  March,  1 770.’ 

B  Y 

Soldiers  of  the  XXIXth  Regiment,  which  with  the 
XIVth  Regiment  were  then  quartered  there  : 


WITH  SOME 

OBSERVATIONS 

ON  THE 

State  of  Things  prior  to  that  Catastrophe, 


To  which  is  added, 

A  N  A  F  P  E  N  D 1  X, 
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CONTAINING 

,The leveral D^pofitions referred t o In the; pSecedidgN arrative  ;  ’ 
and  alfo  other  Depofitions  relative  to  the  Subject  of  it. 


BOSTON, 

Printed,  by  Order  of  the  Town,  by  Meflirs.  Edes  and  Gill  • 

AND 

Re-printed  for  W.  Bingley,  in  Newgatc-Strset,  London, 

MDCCLXX. 

XIII.  The  Boston  edition  of  the  Narrative  with  its  spurious  title  leaf. 


y 


y  y  <tn* c^  y^x_, 

o-i  /hr^ 


£  C1~  *. 


AA  A  A 


(yjs/  '/fy  $&£ 

C  o-^  * 

U<aJ  ?  ^  yj^/-  £ 

g  ;, ,  ,  r.,:.V  *::/>r  <l,//  ,'>.“£-<?  ' 

^  *w-  *-*  *-  e-^ 

'x 

<fctJU^9r^  Miy^-- ^ 

,  /  x  " 7  ✓  *x 

/y>  <=  A*xz-  *-/  ^  /  .  /?  .  //^ 

fru^  ^  A 

H(  fco~t~ 

[j^y  tf  '  ^  ^  ^  y  ^  (  /  ‘  ^  ^  ^ 

&  a/  /^~..*-> 

/  /  -s  yy  y  A^y  ^  yyx 

eLp-t+el  *?*+'  A  ^  *** 


1  ^ 


J 


6*4r\. 


\/fcA444uL 


XIV.  Mrs.  Macaulay  acknowledges  Her  copy  of  the  Narrative,  expressing  admiration  and  sympathy 
for  its  authors  and  the  town. 


XV.  The  Grand  Jury’s  indictment  of  Captain  Preston  and  his  men  for  the  death  of  Patrick  Carr. 
From  the  Mellen  Chamberlain  Autograph  Collection. 
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The  second  page  of  the  Grand  Jury’s  indictment. 


Province  of  the 

Maffachufetts-Bay, 

fs.  ( 


J^^EORGE  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  GOD, 


of  Great- Britain,  France  and  Ireland ,  KING, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  drc. 

1:6  the  Sheriff  of  Our  County  of  iff  J /fK  his  Under-Sheriff 

or  Deputy ,  or  to  either  of  the  Con jtcwles  of  the  Town  of 
In  faid  County ,  Greeting. 
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of  Our  Superiour  Court  of  Judicature,  Court  of  Aflize  and  General 
Goal  Delivery,  ^  JLv  holden  at  ^  ^ 
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id  Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  Return  of  this  Writ,  with  your 

Doings  thereon,  into  the  faid  Court.  Witnefs  1 homay  Hutchinfon,  Efq; 
at  B  off  on,  the  Day  of  in  the 

ar  of  Our  Reign.  Annoque  Domini  lpfro 


XVI.  Summons  for  appearance  of  witnesses  in  trial  of  Captain  Preston.  From  the  Mellen  Chamberlain  Autograph 
Collection. 
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XVII. 


Petition  of  three  of  the  soldiers 
lain  Autograph  Collection. 


to  be 


tried  concurrently  with  Captain  Preston.  From  the  Mellen  Chamber- 
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XVIII.  Summons  for  appearance  of  witnesses  in  separate  trial  of  Captain  Preston’s  men.  From  the  Mellen 
Chamberlain  Autograph  Collection. 
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